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{ By the King. 


AF A «8s, by 


SE the grace of 


/4 = (3 0 D King 
X 25 Rl of Eneland . 
NM 'ZP b- 
SES) Scotlande, , 
SSR Frances and 


Ree roland, De- 
ender of the Faith,v9c - To Our right 
cruſty, and right welbeloued Councellour, 
IWilla Lord Knollys, viſcount Wallingford, 
Maſter of Our Court of Wards and Liuc- 
rics, And to Our truſty and welbeloued 
the Councell of the ſame Court, And tothe 
Malterand Councell of theſayd Courtfor 
thetime being, Greeting. WHEREAS it 
A 2 doth 
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doth appeare by common experience , in 
thecourle which hath beene held, {ichence 
the firſt eretion of Our Court of Wards 
and Liucrics, Thar partly by the ſlackenes 
of the friends of the Wards , vpon the de- 
ceale of the parents or mans aa who 
haue forborne to offer timely Compoliti- 
on, ſometimes with opinion that no Tytle 
could be found for Vs, _ ſometimes with 
urpolſe to ſuppreſſe the ſame,and partly b 
" Fare of _=— men, the Cuſtody w 5 
bodies and lands of Our Wards, hauc bene 
committed to ſuch perſons, ſome for one 
reſpect, ſome foranother,as(notwithſtand- 
ing the careand prouidenceof you the Ma- 
{terand Councell of Our Court, to binde 
them in great Bonds and Coucnantsfor the 
well educating ot the Children, and preſer- 
uation of their inheritance) haue bene care- 
lefſe of their education, married ſome in 
meane places, committed waſts and ſpoiles 
ypon their Lands, and in the ende haue 
 exacted greater ſummes of money, for the 
marriages of ſuch Wards, then they oughr 
10 hane done, in reaſonand equity ; not- 
with- 


| 3 
withſtanding afy their disburſements 
whatſocuer for paſsing or procuring the 


ſame, 
And whereas allo Wee haue bene infor- 


med by you the Maſter of the layd Court, 
that by reaſon of the great difficulcies that 
haue beene found by 4 Court, vpon fight 
of Offices, and Surucyes onely , to ſet 
downe Compoſitions for Wardſhips and 
Leaſes of Wards lands, with ſuch equality 
and moderation betweene Vs, and Our 
Subies, as wereiuſt and reaſonable ; and 
that through want of duc information in 
thatbehalfe , much of the profitthat mighe 
haue beene raiſed for Vs, hath beenediuer- 
ted to diuers Sutors and Committees, who 
by obſcuring the trueth of the Wards 
eltate, and by miſinforming of the Courr 
therein, hauercaped greater profite, then 
was intended, if you could by ordinary 
meanes, haue come by the knowledge of 
their values; ſoas, both Wee haue receiued 
lefſethen otherwiſe Wee ſhuold haue done, 
and the Wards found little cafe in many 


cales. : 
Bi A 3 Vihere- 


4 

Wherefore, for the preuenting of theſe 
and the like inconueniences , and to the 
end that Our louing Subiects may ſtand 
aſſured , That Wee defire nothing more, 
then that their Children and their Lands, 
that ſhall fall vato Vs by reaſon of Ward- 
(hips, might after their deceaſe, bee com- 
mirred to their neerelt and truſtieſt friends, 
orto ſuch as they by Will, or otherwile, 
ſhall commir the chrage vato, ypon ſuch 
valuable conſiderations , as are uſt and 
rca onable : And to rhe intent that the 
Parents and Aunceſtours, may departin 
orcater peace, in hope of this Our gracious 
tauour ; and their friends may {ce their 
Children brought vp in piety and lear- 
ning ; and may take ſuch careas is fit, for 
the preleruation of their inheritance, if 
they will ſeeke the ſame in time,and by ſuch 
meanes as are fitte and conuenient, Wee 
haue thought good heereby to require you, 
che Malter and Councel of Our ſaid Court, 
and the Maſter and Councell of the ſayde 
Court for the time becing, that in diſpoſing 
a1d committing of the Cuſtody of the bo- 


dies 
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dies and Lands of ſuch our Wards , whoſe 
Anceſtours haue deceaſed ſince Ianuary 
laſt paſt, or ſhall dic from and after the date 
| of thele preſents , and of ſuch Ideors and 
Lunatickes, and theireſtates, as ſhall fall vn- 
to vs from hencefoorth, you ſtriftly and 
carcfully obſerue theſe our Directions fol- 
lowing. 


F IRST, That no Graunt or promiſe 
bee made of the cuſtody of the body 

or lands of any Ward, nor any com- 
poſition for the ſame, yntill the Foc of one 
moneth next after the death of the Ance- 
ſtour of the Ward , to the end that the nee- 
reſt and truſtieſt friends of the Anceſtour, 
or othcr perſons nominated by the Ance- 
ſour in that behalfe , may in the meane 
time become Sutors forthe ſame , among 
whom choice may be made of the beſt and 


fitteſt, 
AL you ſhaldo by your beſt endeuours 


toinforme your ſelfe as particularly as 
you may, by Commiſſion, ſurucy, or 5 + 
| wile, 
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wile of the trueth of the Wards eſtate, afwell 
of his inheritance, as of his goods and char- 
tels, and of the eltate of the deceaſed Ance- 
{tour , and of all other due circumſtances 
conſiderable, rothe end the compolitions 
may be ſuch, as may ſtand both with Our 
rcalonable profit, and with the abilitic of 
the heires eltate. 


Hat all fales and compoſitions for 

Ward(hips of the bodies ,.and Leaſcs of 
Lands, be made by the Maſter of the ſaid 
Court , and by ſuch perſons as are authori- 
zed by Statute in that behalfe. Neuertheles, 
the Surucyour of theLiueries, the Arturney 
of the Wards, Receiuer and Auditours, or 
any foure of them without the Maſter, may 
treat with any to bring the ſaid Ward(hips 
andLeaſes toa price,openly inthe Councell 
Chamber of the Court of Wards , and ac- 
quaint the Maſter therewith , in whoſe 
power it ſhall be to allow or difalow of the 


{ame according to thefaid Statute. 


T Hart no Wardſhips of the body or land 


ſhall bee giuen or granted to any per- 
ſon, 


ſon,or at his ſuite,in way of reward orbene- 
fit, but the beſt priceand yaluethat ſhall bee 
offcred;thall be raken to Our vie: ſo alwaics 
as the necreſt and truſtieſt friends , or the 
perſons nominated by the Anceſtour, (they 
{ccking the ſame intime conuenient, as a- 
forclaid,and making fit offer forit) bee pre- 
ferred, and con{(1deration had of the Wards 
Eſtate; and of all duccircumſtances con(1- 
derablein ſuch caſes. 


T Har Leaſes of Wards Lands bee made 
withour Fine, for the beſt improoued 
yeerely Rent that ſhall bee offered, conſide- 


ration becing had of all due Cautions, asa- 


foreſaid. 


T Har fellable Woods,and Fines of Copy- 

lolds of Inheritance, beallo reaſonably 
valued and demiſed with the Lands , for 
the beſt yerely Rentas aforcſaid ; with pro- 
uiſton for fellable Woods, THAT the 
Leſlees {el] chem by fir portions. 


T Hat Fines of CopyRene for Liues, 
bee made and raiſed ro Our vie, when 
B and 
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8 
and as often as the Courr ſhall thinke good, 
by certaine particular Commiſſioners to be 
appointed by the Maſter and Councell of 
our ſaid Court, which Commiſſioners ſhall 
becharged to make the beſt of ſuch Copic- 
holds to bee granted , and truly to anſwere 
ynto Vs into Our receipt of Our faid Courr, 
all ſuch ſummes , without fraudeor couine, 
as by them ſhall haue beene recciued , duc 
con{1deration being had of their painesand 


EXPENCES. 


T- Har all Petitions for Compoſitions of 

Wardſhips ( and Leaſes) bepreſented and 
ordered at - Councell Chamber of the 
Courtof Wards, at the ſcuerall ſittings for 
the Wards. 


'F Har cuery ſuch Petition doc expreſle 
the ſeucrall Countics wherein the An- 
ceſtor died [cized of Lands. 


T Har the rate and ſumme _ vpon 

by the Commiſſioners for the Compo- 
{ition of any Ward (or Leaſe) doc ſtand and 
benot abated in the Compoltition , neither 
in the Fine nor Rent. 


Thar 
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T Hatno Offce befound within theyere 
after chedeath of the Anceſtor againſt 
Vs, or a meane tenure of Vs, ( not beeing 
Knights ſeruice-) for any Ward within age, 
yntill the Feodary or Eſcheatordoe firſt ac- 
uaint the Court for further directions 
wary! ( which the Feodary is enioyned to doe. 
with all conuenient expedition.) 


T Hat not onely cuery Committee ( and 

Leſſee.) but cuery Aﬀignee of cucry 
Committee ( or Leſſee) ſhall rake the Oath, 
viz. &c. and for that purpoſe cucry Com- 
mittce ( aud Leſſee) and Aſſignee (hall bee 
ſworne, wherher hee raketh it to his owne 
vie, ortothev{cof any other, to the ende 


they may both take the Oath. 


Hat cſpeciall choiſe bee taken of the 
Commillioners , that rake the Oath in 
the Countrey,ſo that the Oath may be true- 
ly & fully taken by the Commaittees(Leſſees) 
and Aſſignees and the parties, commirting 


truſt toany other, 
B 2 That 
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Hat cuery Feodary and Eſcheator be- 

fore the third returne of cuery Tearme, 
ſhall cerrifie into the Court a note of all 
Offices found in the Vacation next before, 
and whether a Tenure bee found forVs in 
(apite, or by Knights ſeruice , and the 
names ofthe Anceſtor, 8& Heire, & his age. 


Hat the Oath bee taken by thoſe that 
are Committces or Leſlces ypon neg- 


letin hec Perbaw. 


A. P, Doe fweare that neither I, nor any other 
tomy knowledge, or as I beleene or hae heard, 
haue.. or hath taken any Courſe, or jed any 
Praftize,or Combination direftly or indirefly,by 
my ſelfe or by any other , with any perſon or per- 
ſons whatſoener, to ſlay or hinder the proſecution, 
of or for the ( ompofition for the Wardſhip of the 
Body of D.C. or the Leaſe of any the ſaid Wards 
Lnds,with any purpoſeor intent whatſoeuer,that 
the ſaid Vardſhip and Leaſe, or either of them by 
ſuchnegle& e default of proſecution, might come 
to me,or to any other to my oſe,or by my meants or 
procuremer,or tomy knowledge: So helpe me _ 
1 hat 
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Hat you obſcrue thelikerules , orders, 
cautions,and conſiderations, as well for 

Our profit, as otherwiſe, in committing 
and diſpoſing of the Lands, fellable woods, 
Fines of Copyholds of inheritance, or for 
lives of Ideots , as by theſe Preſents are pre- 
ſcribed for Wards reſpeCtiucly , coating 
ro the nature of the caſe : Giving to their 
friends that will rake charge of hem, ſuch 
comperentallowance for their maintenance 
out of theeltateof ſuch Idcots, as the ſame 
will beare. 


B Verouching Lunatickel Lee no compo- 
{ition bee raken for the committing of 
them or their eltates : bur let ſuch wy 
had therein, as they may beefrecly commit- 
ted to their belt and neereſt friends, that 
can receiue no benefit by their death, and 
the Committees bound to an{were, not on- 
ly the values found by office, but the very 
juſt yalue of their Eſtates ypon Account, 
for the benefit of ſuch Lunarick(if hee reco- 
uer) or of the next heire; due regard beeing 
had to the paines and charges of fuch Com- 
| S 2 mirtees, 


IS . 
mitrees , in keeping, maintaining, gouct- 
ning , and curing of the ſaid diſtracted Per- 


{ons. 


A Nd becauſe Our purpoſe inthis courſe 
which now is taken, is to raiſe with as 

little grieuance as may bee to Our louin 
Subiects, that reaſonable benefite which 
ought to come vnto Vs by the mariages of 
Our Wards, & by the Leaſes of their Lands, 
( whereof a great part hath beenediuerted 
by Graunts to Committees, and otherwilc) 
Weedoe hereby declare , Thatitis not Our 
meaning to change the courſe that hath 
bene formerly held and vſed in finding Of- 
ices, nor to preſſe the railing or improuing 
of any Valucs or Rates inany Inquiſitions ; 
neither will We haue the Rents which ſhall 
be reſerued ypon ſuch Leaſes,or any fuch 
Certificates, Informations, or Inſtructions, 
as (hall by any meanes be giuen orappeare, 
of the values of ſuch Wards Lands or E- 
{tates, to be tranſcripted or tranſmitred ro 
any other Court, Office, place or perſon, or 
admitted or vſed as Pre{1dent, Euidence, or 
Induce- 
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Inducement,to charge Our Subiccts inany 
other payments , now or hereafter an{we- 
rable ynato Vs, Our Heires or Succeſſours, 
or for any other cauſe. 


Nd furthermore Wee doe hereby re- 

quire and authorize you, that yougiue 
order, that cucry perſon that ſhall proſecute 
ſuch Compoſition , for the cultody of a 
Ward, Ideot, or Lunatike, or Leaſe of their 
Land,or otherEſtate, ſhall beforcany Grant 
of the Body, or Leaſe of the Lands bee deli- 
uered ynto him vnder the Sealeof our ſaid 
Court , take his corporall Oath in open 
Court, or by Cm (if the cauſe ſhall 
ſo require ) before three Commillionersar 
the lealt , whereof oneto bealultice of the 
Peace, to be certified and returned into the 
Courr, before the delivery of ſuch Grantor 
Leaſe in maner and forme following, Viz. 


| eA. B. doe ſweare., that neither 
F, nor any other to my knowleage, 


haue or hath giuen, or promiſed, pro- 
cured, 
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cured, or conſented to piue, or to bee 
given, any gift or reward , direaly or 
indirefaly , vnto any Officer or Offi- 
cers .of the Court of Wardes and Li- 
weries, or to anyother perſon or per- 
ſons whatſoeuer , for procuring any 
preferment to ((ompound before. 
another, or for mitigation in the price 
or payment , in any Compoſition or 
(contra made or to bee made , for the 
I ardjhippe of the Body of F. S. hs 
eM atetties Warde , and the Leaſe 
of any the ſayd Wardes Lands, or for 
any of them: or for the mittigation 
of the yeerely value of the lands of any 
fach Ward eAnd that F wil not gine, 
nor any with my conſent ſhall giue_,or 
conſent to be giuen any gift or reward, 
direaly or indirealy, for the cauſes a- 
foreſaid,or any of them: So help: me God. 


Neuer- 
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Euertheleſle, Wee are well pleaſed and 
contented, that ifany Ward(hip , Leaſe 

of land, mcane rates, before orafter fullage, 
now bec,or hereafter ſhalbe concealed from 
vs,or if noſuitſhalbe made within oneyere 
next after our Tenants death, for tuch 
Wardſhip or Leaſc, or if vpon ſuit made 
wchin the yecre, an office be found againſt 
Vs,or the tindng of the office vnnecelſlarily 
rotracted afterthe yeere expired, without 
uſt cauſe allowed by the Court, thatin ſuch 
cales the Maſter may admit any fir perſon 
whatſocuer , that ſhall make offer to dilco- 
ucr our right ſo concealed, or ſought to be 
coccaled or fuppreſled (ypon good matter 
of prooteſhewed for ys & approucd by the 
Court) to proſecute the findng of an office, 
& to paſle the ſaid Ward(hip,Leale or meane 
rates , withour reſtraining or. binding the 
ſaid Courr, or the partic proſecuting, accor- | 
ding to the directions abouc mentioned : 
but that the Maſter of the faid Court may 
according tothe parties trauaile, expences, 
aducnture and ſcruice doneynto Vs,reward 
him by graunt of ſuch Wardſhip ;Leaſe or 
C mceane 
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meane rates ,in ſuch ſortas others may bee 
encouraged to imploy themſclues in the 
like ſeruice, andalldeuices and practiſes to 
decciucand defraud Ys of Our fac and juſt 
right,be better preueted: Any thingin theſe 
Our Inſtructions or Directions tothe con- 
rrary notwithſtanding, 

Prouided alwayes, and Wee doe hereb 
dcclareit ro be Our Will and Plealure, that 
where it ſhall appeare to you, that neither 
Wee nor Our Progenitours haue cnioyed 
any benefit, by Wardſhip, Liuerie, Primer 
{ci{1n, relicfe, reſpite of homage, Fines, or 
meanerates of any lands, within the ſpace 
of threelcore yeeres laſt paſt, where ſuch be- 
nefit ought ro haue come to the crowne if 
ſuch Tenure had beene acknowledged, 
In ſuch caſes Weare pleaſed to giue you po- 
werand authority, toremitand releaſe all 
ſuch benefit,and profit, as haue or ought to 
haue accrued vnto Vs, or to Our Progeni- 
tours, by reaſon ofany ſuch Tenure;allow- 
ing to ſuch' perſons as haue proſecuted in 
Our behalfe ſuchpart thereof,as ſhall ſeeme 
good in your diſcretion , not excceding a 


third 
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chird part of the whole, as the ſame ſhall be 
found by Inquiſition, ſauing to Vs, Our 
Heiresand Succeſlors, the right and inheri- 
ranceof Our Tenure, and fauing Our Pre- 
rogatiue, and the benefirand profir of ſuch 
Tenures of Vs, or Our Progenitors, asdoe 
expreſly appeare by matter of Record, and 
allo{uch as haue bene created, or otherwile 
come ynto Vs, within the ſame time of 
threeſcore yeeres. 


A Nd now, as Wee haue o ſufficiently di- 
rected you,as We make littledoubt but 
you will be carcfull of Our profit, intheex- 
ccution of your place ; ſo neuerthelefſe, Wee 
letyou likewiſe know hereby , That fecing 
Our owne iudgement tells Vs , that there 
may fal into your con{iderations,many cir- 
cumſtances which muſt guide you, inaflel- 
{ing the Fines for the marriages of Our 
Wards, and renting of their Lands, fomc 
art{1ng either our ofthe brokencſtare of the 
decealed,want of prouifion for his wife, his 
great charge of children vnprouided for,in- 
firmity or tenderneſle of the Heire, vncer- 
C 2 tainty 
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cauaty ofthe Title, or greatneſſe of incunt= 
brance ypon the Land ; fo as ſome Heire, 
that may in reſpect of hisdegree, or blood, 
or liuing, in opinion of the world, bec judg- 
ed to deleruc a greater Rencor Fine, then 
ſome other perſons more obſcure, may yet 
in regard of the cauſes aboue mentioned, or 
ſomecorher of like ſort, be leflefitto haue a- 
ny greatchargelaid ypon him:We do there- 
fore, notwithitanding any thing conteined 
in theſe Our laſtructions, giue you tull [i- 

berty,that as thele,orany other thelikecon- 
{1derations ſhall offer themſelues yaro you, 

you may vlerhart good diſcretion and con- 

ſcience which is fit, in mittigating oraba- 

ting the Fines or Rents , vpon the faide 

Grauntsor Leales, to therclicte of ſuch ne- 

ceſlitics : So,alwaies as care bee taken, that 

by any ſuch pretences, that profite which 

ſhould accrue ymo Vs, bee nor diuerted to 

any others, that ſhall ſecke to draw to them- 

{elues a private bencfit out of this Our gra- 

ciouscareand con f1deration, 


Laltly 
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Aſtly Our Will and Pleaſure is,and We 

doc hereby direct andauthorizeyouthe 
Maſter and Councellof the {aid Court, and 
the Maſter and Councel of theſame for the 
time bceing, that withthe aduice of Our 
ludges , Athiſtants of Our ſaid Court, you 
diligently examine, ſearch outand reforme 
all fraudulent deuicesand praCtiſes,deuiſed, 
or tobedeuiſed and pur in vre,todeceiue or 
defeat Vs of Our Wardſhips, or Leaſes of 
Our Wards Lands, or of any due or juſt 
benefite belonging vnto Vs , by reaſon of 
Our Tenures. In Witneſſe wherof,We hauc 
cauſed theſe Our Letters to bee made Pa- 
tents. 


Witneſſe Onr [elfe. at Weſtminſter , the three 
and twentieth day of February, in the fifteenth 
yeere of Our Reigne of England, France,and 
Ireland, and of Scotland the one and fiftieth. 


